Matata

Wastewater Scheme

PROGRESS UPDATE
17 JANUARY 2014

Resource consent and land
designation applications for the
Matata Wastewater Scheme have now
been lodged with the Bay of Plenty
Regional Council and Whakatane
District Council.

The four separate resource consents
required are:

e A Discharge Permit for air
contaminants (odour) from the
Wastewater Treatment Plant site
and the pump station at the Land
Application Field;

e A Discharge Permit for the
discharge of treated wastewater
from the Matata Wastewater
Treatment Plant into land, where
it may enter water, at the Land
Application Field (maximum
discharge of up to 605m3 per day);

e A land Use Consent for —

» Approximately 5,500m3 of
earthworks on land within the
Erosion Hazard Zone at the
Land Application Field;
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Resource Consents

» Disturbance of land and soil
resulting from approximately
4.6 hectares of vegetation
clearance on land within the
Erosion Hazard Zone at the
Land Application Field;

A Discharge Permit for the
discharge of stormwater to
water and/or land from urban or
residential/rural development.

Land Designation applications
required are for:

The construction, operation,
maintenance and upgrading of the
Matata Wastewater Treatment
Plant and associated facilities

(located on Allot. 6A Matata Parish

— ML 9665);

The environmental protection
buffer for the Matata Wastewater
Treatment Plant and associated
facilities;

Access to the Wastewater
Treatment Plant Site; and
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e The installation, operation,
maintenance and upgrading of
the treated wastewater Land
Application Field and associated
facilities (Pt. Allot. 273 Rangitaiki
Parish — SO 332912).

The resource consent applications
were publicly notified on 20
December. In the meantime, to ensure
that we meet the Ministry of Health’s
subsidy deadlines, work is continuing
on all aspects of the project.
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Questions
and answers

The following are the answers to some frequently asked
questions about pressure sewer systems.

Pressure Sewer System

Right now, the waste from your toilet, sink, shower, bath, washing machine and dishwater is gravity-fed
into a septic tank. There, the solids settle and the liquid flows into a soakage field where it is absorbed
into the ground.
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PUMP AND TANK pipeline gradient and the flow velocities achieved
mean that pipes are smaller and can be laid closer to
the ground surface. To maintain the pressure within
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The design of the reticulation (piping) network is now out solid material, which has to be removed every few
nearing completion and we will be looking to finalise years, and leach the wastewater into the ground.
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suitable time. Continued on back page



Questions and answers (continued)

Q: HOW IS POWER SUPPLIED TO THE PUMP STATION
UNIT?

A: A separate circuit needs to be installed from the
property’s existing switchboard and runs to the pump
station unit control panel.

Q: HOW MUCH POWER DOES A PUMP STATION UNIT
CONSUME?

A: A typical 4-person household will produce about
800 litres of wastewater a day. Pumps operate at
approximately 550W and discharge 0.5 litres per
second, which would result in a power cost of about $18
a year.

WHAT HAPPENS IF THERE IS A POWER FAILURE?
All pressure sewer pump stations have about 24 hours
of emergency storage capacity, but during power
failures, residents are advised to minimise their water
usage until power is restored.
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WHAT HAPPEN IF A PUMP UNIT BREAKS DOWN?
The grinder pump is an electro-mechanical device that
will eventually require servicing. If a unit does break
down, the alarm will sound when the tank contents
reach the trigger level. In that event, the householder
would be assisted by the Wastewater Scheme operator
to diagnose the problem and repairs or replacement
would be undertaken within the 24-hour emergency
storage period.
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Q: HOW OFTEN DO PUMP STATIONS OPERATE?

A: Pump operation is dependent on how much wastewater
a dwelling produces. At times of peak use on an average
property, the pump will usually operate up to 10 times
daily and run for between one and three minutes each
pumping cycle.

For further information, contact:

INKA KRAWCZYK

Project Manager, Matata Wastewater Scheme
P. (07) 306 0500

E. Inka.Krawczyk@whakatane.govt.nz

: ISIT EASY FOR ANYONE TO ACCESS THE PUMP

STATION AND ITS CONTROLS?

: Pump stations are fitted with tamper-proof bolts to

control access into the pump chamber. Control panels
either have padlocks or internal locks.

: HOW LOUD IS THE PUMP STATION AND WILL IT

SMELL?

: Pump stations are very quiet, because the pumps are

located at the bottom of the station chamber, which is
about a metre below ground level. There should never
be a noticeable odour. The chamber is vented through
both the property drain and the pump station lid, which
helps dissipate any build-up, and because the pump
operates whenever the chamber is about quarter-full,
wastewater is usually not held for long before it is
pumped away.

: WHAT DISRUPTION SHOULD | EXPECT WHEN THE

PRESSURE SEWER SYSTEM IS BEING CONSTRUCTED?

: Pump stations are relatively small and installation

on your property should take less than two days

to complete. Construction of the pressure sewer
reticulation network will utilise ‘trenchless’ installation
and with smaller diameter pipes, the construction
timeframe is far less than a typical gravity sewer.
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